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IN THE UNITED STA T~S DISTRlCT COl:RT 
FOR THE DISTRJCT OF SOUTH CAROLNA 

GREENVILLE DIVrSTON 

UNITED ST..\ TES OF AMERICA ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CRI!V!I!'AL NO. 6;f)~·1227 

v. 

ERIC PRESTON HANS, 

Defendant. 
-~--,) 

~Q1K&..QF.m:TENI TQWXJ!EAXH PEN.4L·(Y AS TD, 
DEFEID>-~'T..£BlC fRESTON BANS 

riC United States of A~eriea hereby notifies the Court and {tiC defe!1dant 

ERIC PRESTON HANS. and his coun~el. under Chapter 228 (Sections 3591-'~59S) of Title! 8, 
, 

C:nited States Code. that if the defendant is convicted on CCllnt One of the Indictment, wherein 

tlte defendant 's charged with Destruction of Property A ffccting rntl~rstate Comf1::('!ce by 

Explosives Resultin~ in Death in "Iolation of Title 18, United Stcltes Code. Sedion 844(i), the 

il)vernrnent will seek the sentence of deuth fer ERIC PRESTON HANS. 

As required by 18 t .S.c. §§3593(a), (d), and (e) for Count O"lC of the. Ir.dktment. tl",c 

Cliited Slates will introdu('.e evioence estllblishing beyond" reasonabie doubt; 

a. At the ti~nc ~f the QffCT1$\'! alleged in CQunt I, the Defendant. F.RlC l'Rf;STON 

Ro\NS, was ei&hteen (l81 yeal'5 of a~e or oldc'r. Title 18. United State~ Code, Section 3S9! (a): 

r. One or more of the statutory p:'oPQrtionality factors set forth by 18 U.SC 

~3591(a)(2)(A·D), and 

c. One or more of the statutory aggravating fa('t(Jfs set f(,rth by 18 US.c. §~3592(c)(1)-

r, 6). 

A.s pennitted b> j 8 USc, §§3593(a) and (d). the ~;nitcd Statl"s wi:! also seek to prove 
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certam non-statutory aggravathg factors ~.et fOlth in thIS notice. Tht United States bdlevcs ~h,lt 

the cirCUlT':staoCA:s of the charged offense is such tr.at. if ERIC PRESTo.S HANS is COfwJctcd. a 

sentence of deatl; is jug:lt~ed under Chapter 228 of Title 18 of ~hc Uni~ei.l States Code, 

The United States wi!lscek. to prove the :oliowi!',g fae-tots as j.!:;tifying a sentenc,~ ofdeath 

a!> to Count One oft.,c lndictmcnt. 

I. St~.tut()l'.!.fnJ~ji()na~ctor~l!de.rJ,8JJ!.s~.J521,Ca)(l!i&Dl: 

I. Intentional Killing. ERIC PRESTON HANS, intenti!)t1:.111y HIed Melba 

Lashawn Canty [Title 18, Untted States Code, Section 359Ha)(2)(A)]: 

2. IntentionAJ Infliction of Serious Bodily Injury. ERl(' PRESTON HANS. 

: ntentionally mfllcted serious bodily inj\lT)' tbat resulted in the death (If Tyff"lba Lashav\11 

Canty [Title 18, United States Code, Section 3591 (a)(2)(B)); 

3. Intf-otional Act to Tal,r Life or U"le Lethal Force, f:R1C PRESTON 

HANS, intentionally participated in an act. contemplating that the lik of a person \\<ould 

be taken and intending that lethal force would be used in cOimecti(lt'\ wLth It person, \ .... h() 

was not on~ of the participants in the offense., and Allison Lorraine Barfteld, ;\1clb3 

Lastlawn Canty. Jacl~n Demari<.)n CWr.1er, Matthev.' Green(l, Jessl...:a LaTJ~ r-18mb)" and 

Dor.na L:a Swaim diec~ as a direct result ofthc:' act \Tit1e 18. United State~ Code, S('ct'~on 

3591 (a)(2)(C»); 

4. Intentional Att in Rfckless Disregard lor Life. ERIC PR.ESION HANS, 

imentional:y a110 51'CClfjr;uJ Iy engaged in an act of violence, knowlng that the act creat.ed it gra ve 

risk of death to;l ::>erson. \~ho was M~ one of the participants :n th~ ofTensc, such tha': 
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participation in the act constituted a rec~·de~s dim:garc for human liH\ an,j ~ U:son Lofta;,e 

Barfield, Mel~a Lashawn Canty . .laden Delllarion Cro:ner, Matthew Gr~et1C. Jessica Lane 

Hamby, and Donna Lea S,-yaim died as a djr~c~ resllit ofthe act [T:tle ! 8, United States Code, 

Section 3591 (,,)(2 )(D) 1, 

II. Stl!tuto~~"atil!ll fru;mrs under 18 [.S.C. § 3592(illl)·(I6~:. 

1 Death During the Commission of Another Crimt. TI;c ~..aths of AlIi.9ci11 

Lorraine Barfield. Melba Lashawn Canty. Jaden D~marion Cromer. Matt;1ew Greene. 

Jessica Lane Hamby, and Donna Lea S".'aim. cmd the injuri~s resullir.g in the di;(tths of 

/\.lIison Lorraine Barfield. Melba Lasha\Nl'l Canty, Jade!'] DemaJlon Cromer, y!atthew 

Greene, JICssica Lane Hilmby. and Donna Lea Swaim occulTed during ERrC PRESTON 

HANS' commission and Jt'"Lcmpted c;ornmi~sion of, and during his immediate flight from 

his commission of. a.n offense u~der Title IS. t'rdted States Code. Section 844(i) 

(Destru.,;tion ofPzopcrty Affecting Interstate Commerce by Exvlm;ives) [T!tk '; g, Gnitcd 

States Code. Section 3592(c)(l)j. 

2. Grave Risk of Death to Additional Persons. ERIC PRESTON HA~S' 

commission of the offense, and his escaping of apprchens!on for the violation of the 

offense, krJOwingly cre<'1ted a grave risk of dead; to 1 or more persons 111 udditio11 t(1 the 

victlll-'5 of the offense [Titie 18, United States Code, Section 3592(c)(5iJ. 

3. Sub~tautial Planning and Prenleditation. ERIC PRESTON HA~S 

ccmmitted t'1e offense aftf.r substa:,t tal planning and premed itatiQn to calise the death of a 

person or persor~ [Title 18, cnited Statc~ Code. Section 3592(c)(9)] 

J 
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4. Vulner1lbm~' of Victim. The victim, laden DemartQn Cromer, was 

particularly V1,,;lnerabk due to his youthful age (16 months old) ;:T HIe 18, United States 

Cod(~, Section 3592(c)(11 )J. 

5. Multiple KilHng5 or Attempted Killings. ERIC PRESTON HAI~S 

intentionally killed and attemp~ed to kill more than one person in a sing.le criminal 

episode [TitI~ 18, United States Code. Section 3592(c)(l6)]. 

ilL ~,,!t-Statut:2O.1'actors t:n~r 18.1LS.C.!JJmrn.Lltud «(,'): 

A. Participation ia Additional Uncharged Murde-rs~ Attempted ~ll1rd~rs. 

or Other SeriQus Acts of Viole"~~. The defendant, ERIC PRESTON H.A~S, 

attempted to kill a.nd commit seriously bodily injury against thit'l'y.nine other guests rlc)t 

named in Cuunt One of the Indictment that were staying c't The Comfort Inn and Sltites 

in Greenville. South Carolina on or about Jartl.lar:v 25, 2004. 

B. FlItllre Dangerousness. ERIC PkESTON HAl~S. I!; lik;::;ly to commit in ~hc futtlre 

criminal acts of violence that would be a continuir.g and seriOllS thre'a~ to th~ lives ami (;afety of 

other person:., including, but not !imacd to. inmates and corre.;ti."lnal oHic,~rs m an in.,>citutiot\a! 

.. ot'fcctional setting. as evidenced by the atTen-.e charged in the ft1di:tmct'1t and the r,tatutory and 

!1on~statulOry aggravating factors alleged in this ~bticc. Simrr9J1.~.Y.!._S.ztL: .Cill:Q.tjna, 114 S Ct 

2187.2193 (1994). rn addition to the capital offensl' charged in Count One in the Indictment 

and the ~tatutol"Y end n()n·s{atut~ry aggravating factors alleged in this norke, the cir('u;n3tance~ 

that demonstrate the defendant's future dangerousness include: 

1. ERIC .PRESTON HAl'S has engaged in a contlnt.lo'.1S p~l1ern of violem;e 
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thrc,ug t10Ul his_;uvenile and adult life (some acts ofvioier.cc bave been l'ld,udicc:ctcd and ()'hcr 

conduct has not beefl n01·c;.dJudicated) 

2. ERIC PRESTON HA:\,"S has failed :0 adapt hI' ocha"ior to ~;)Cie.tall'lOr'nS. 

thereby :Jcmonstming a signifk(ltlt!y iow rehabilitative potential. 

3 ERIC PRESTON HA~S l1a~ demonstrateu a Jack of r~morSl'- .. or his cril1"ir:aJ 

conduct. 

C Vidim Impact Evidence. The defendant. ERIC PRESTO~ HA."'\TS, caused 

injut'). harm and los~ to Allison Lorraine Barfield, Melba Lashawn Ca~l't}·. laden Demario 

Cromer, M.at1ht:w Greene, Jesstci\ Lane Hamby, and Donna Lea Swaim. their fa:ni:ies, and their 

ftie"ds ~nd co-workers as dCll10nstfl'lted by Alllso.1 Vwaine Barfield's. Me1ba Lashawn Canty'", 

.laden fk.maric;" Cromer's, ~fatthew Grec.:e's, Jessica Lane H(\!11J:1y'sc and Donna Lea Swaim's 

pt:t)('mal charactt"r istics (\5 md ivid~al human beings and the .mpact of the death iJpon A 1lison 

Lorraine Barfield's .. Melba Las!1awn Callty's, ,iadt"n Demariol'l Cromer's, Mn!!hcw G,cel1e·~. 

JessICa Lane Hamby's, and Donna Lea Swaim's families. PUYD~.5~J~~£, J 11 S.U. 251j17, 

260&·09 (J 991 l. TIle l!tlhed Stat~~ v,W present il1.follnation conceming the effect of'tne ofti:mse 

on AILson Lonai'lc B,\rfieIJ, Melba Lashawn Canty, Jaden DemariQn Cromer, Matlhe",· Greene, 

.Ie.ssica [.,alie Hamby, a".j Donna Lea Swaim 3nd ~heir families, which will include (;1'10encc and 

testimony that descril)cs in detail the extent llnd scope oftlie i~l1t)' fmo loss suffered by i\lIiso~ 

Lorraine Barfield. Melba Lastwwn Car.ty, .laden Dcmuion Cromer, Matthew Greene, Jess!ca 

Lane Hanby, and D0T1r:e lea Swaim, their families, and aty other jelev~nt inflJrmation. TIle 

fan1jli~~s of Allis;::r Lorrainc Barfield, M::Iba Lashawl'I Canty, .laden D~mariol; C~r0rner. f\1at1hew 

Greene, Jessica Lane Hamby, and Donna Le,\ Swaim have sutTered :njury, harm and loss, a~, a 

5 
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result of Allison's, Melba's, .! .. dcn'c;, Matthc'..v's, Jessica's, a"d .Donna'~ dcatl!!I 

The United States further gives notice that in support of imposition ofthe :ieath penalty. 

it intcnd~ to rely upon O:IJI the cvideticf!' admitted by the Court 1t the guilt phase ('fthe trial ar.d 

the offense of conviction as described in the Indictment as it relates to the background UI'I<.i 

character of ERIC PRESTON HANS. his moral c'uJpability, and the nature and c:rcum~tat'lccs 

oftne offense charged in the Indictment. 

July 31, 2006 

Respectfully submitted, 

sl Reginald I. ~_ 
REG1NALD L LLOYD 
UNITED STATES A TTORl\f£Y 


