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Fell, Donald D. VT 2:01-CR-12-01

Awaiting resentencing or retrial

three murders, a carjacking and an interstate kidnapping.  The defendants were high on crack  when an argument erupted with Fell's
mother and a male friend.  The male friend's throat was slashed by Fell and Fell's mother stabbed to death by Lee, the co-defendant.  The
two then carjacked a 53 year old grandmother at a supermarket.  Crossing into New York, they told her to get out and she attempted to
run into the woods.  They followed her and allegedly killed her by kicking her.  The defendants both made incriminating statements.
They were arrested three days later in Arkansas.  All involved are Caucasian.  Lee committed suicide in 2001 by hanging himself in jail.
Authorities said it was an accident.  Attorney General Ashcroft rejected a plea agreement stipulating life in prison, and required a capital
prosecution.  The Attorney General also rejected a bench trial.  The court declared the FDPA unconstitutional.  217 F.Supp.2d 469
(2002).  This ruling was reversed by the Second Circuit.  360 F.3d 135 (2004).  The direct appeal was denied.  531 F.3d 197 (2008).  A 28
USC 2255 motion was granted on July 24, 2014.  The retrial is scheduled for 9/1/2016.
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Sampson, Gary D. MA No. 01-CR-10384

Awaiting resentencing or retrial

Sampson plead guilty to two separate car-jacking murders in Massachusetts that took place three days apart in the summer of 2001.  The
victims were a 69-year old grandfather and a 19-year old college student.  Sampson confessed to those crimes as well as to a strangulation
murder in New Hampshire that he committed three days after the second carjacking murder, and to a subsequent unsuccessful attempted
carjacking in Vermont.  The crimes all occurred within an 8-day period.  He confessed, as well, to having committed a series of 5 bank
robberies in North Carolina prior to coming to New England.  The day before he committed the first murder, Sampson had called the FBI
in Boston in an effort to surrender on the bank robberies.  The FBI accidentally or deliberately disconnected the call or chose not to
follow up.  A 28 U.S.C. §2255 motion was granted.  A government interlocutory appeal was denied.  2013 WL 3828663 (1st Cir. 2013).
All involved are white.  The judge has recused himself.
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