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SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINi

CHARLESTON
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA LS. Dis
Southerr District
V. CRIMINAL NO. 2:05-00107-01

GEORGE M. LECCO

SPECIAL VERDICT FORM
AS TO DEFENDANT GEORGE M. LECCO

MURDER OF CARIA COLLINS BY DEFENDANT GEORGE M. LECCO

AGE REQUIREMENT

COUNTS NINE, TEN, AND ELEVEN CONSIDERED SEPARATELY

We, the jury, unanimously find that the defendant was more
than 18 years of age at the time of the offense.

SECTION I. THRESHOLD INTENT FACTORS

General Instructions for Section I: For each of the
following, indicate "YES" or “NO” after the appropriate finding
by the jury.

COUNTS NINE, TEN, AND ELEVEN CONSIDERED SEPARATELY

First Threshold Intent Factor:

1. Do you unanimously find that the United States has
established beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant GEORGE
M. LECCO intentionally participated in an act, contemplating that
the life of a person would be taken or intending that lethal
force would be used in connection with a person, other than a
participant in the offense, and the victim Carla Collins died as
a direct result of the act?

YES Sr NO
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Second Threshold Intent Factor:

2. Do you unanimously find that the United States has
established beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant GEORGE
M. LECCO intentionally and specifically engaged in an act of
violence, knowing that the act created a grave risk of death to a
person, other than one of the participants in the offense, such
that participation in the act constituted a reckless disregard
for human life and the victim Carla Collins died as a direct
result of the act?

3. As to your separate deliberations on Counts Nine, Ten,
and Eleven, do vyou make the foregoing findings as to all Counts?

4. If the answer is “NO,” answer as to each count

separately:
Count Nine Count Ten' Count Eleven
YES or NO YES or NO YES or NO

General Instructions for Section I:

If you indicated that the United States has not established
at least one of the Threshold Intent Factors in this Section I,
then stop your deliberations and proceed to Section VI. Each
juror should carefully read the statement in Section VI, and sign
in the appropriate place if the statement accurately reflects the
manner in which he or she reached his or her decision. You
should then advise the court that you have reached a decision.

- If you indicated that the United States has established at
least one of the Threshold Intent Factors in this Section I,
proceed to Section II which follows.
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SECTION IX. STATUTORY AGGRAVATING FACTORS

General Instructions for Section II: For each of the
following, indicate "YES" or “NO” after the appropriate finding
by the jury.

COUNTS NINE, TEN, AND ELEVEN CONSIDERED SEPARATELY

1. Do you unanimously find that the United States has
established beyond a reasonable doubt that defendant GEORGE M.
LECCO procured the commission of the offense by payment or
promise of payment of anything of pecuniary value?

2. Do you unanimously find that the United States has
established beyond a reasonable doubt that defendant GEORGE M.
LECCO committed the offense after substantial planning and
premeditation to cause the death of a person?

3. Do you unanimously find that the United States has
established beyond a reasonable doubt that defendant GEORGE M.
LECCO had previously been convicted of violating Title II or III
of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of
1970 for which a sentence of 5 or more years may be imposed?

4. As to your separate deliberations on Counts Nine, Ten,
and Eleven, do you make the foregoing findings as to all Counts?

JBr NO

5. If the answer is “NO,” answer as to each count
separately: '

Count Nine Count Ten Count Eleven

YES or NO YES or NO YES or NO
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General Instructions for Section IXI: If you indicated that
the United States has not established at least one of the
Statutory Aggravating Factors in this Section II, then stop your
deliberations, and proceed to Section VI of this form. Each juror
should then carefully read the statement in Section VI, and sign
in the appropriate place if the statement accurately reflects the
manner in which he or she reached his or her decision. You
should then advise the court that you have reached a decision.

If you indicated that the United States has established at
least one or more of the Threshold Intent Factor(s) in Section I,
and indicated that the United States has established at least one
or more of the Statutory Aggravating Factors in this Section IT
as to the same count, proceed to Section III which follows.

SECTION IIT. NON-STATUTORY AGGRAVATING FACTORS

General Instructions for Section ITI: For each of the
following, indicate "YES" or “NO” after the appropriate finding
by the jury.

COUNTS NINE, TEN, AND ELEVEN CONSIDERED SEPARATELY

‘1. Do you unanimously find that the United States has
established beyond a reasonable doubt that defendant GEORGE M.
LECCO committed the offenses set out in counts Nine, Ten, and
Eleven of the Fourth Superseding Indictment to prevent the victim
from providing any additional information and assistance to law
enforcement authorities regarding a criminal investigation, to
retaliate against the victim for having provided assistance to
law enforcement authorities with information regarding
defendant’'s criminal activity, or both, and that this factor
tends to support imposition of the death penalty.

2. Do you unanimously find that the United States has
established beyond a reasonable doubt that defendant GEORGE M.
LECCO caused injury, harm, and loss to the victim and to the
victim’s family and friends as demonstrated by the impact of
death upon the victim’s family and friends, and that this factor
tends to support imposition of the death penalty?
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3. As to your separate deliberations on Counts Nine, Ten,
and Eleven, do you make the foregoing findings as to all Counts?

o ES
T o

4. If the answer is “NO,” answer as to each count
separately:

Count Nine Count Ten Count Eleven

YES or NO YES or NO ' YES or NO

General Instruction for Section III: Regardless of whether
you found that the government has established one or more of the
Non-Statutory Aggravating Factors in this Section III, proceed to
Section IV, which follows.

SECTION IV. MITIGATING FACTORS

General Instructions for Section IV: For each of the
following mitigating factors, please indicate, in the space
provided, the number of jurors who have found the existence of
that mitigating factor to be proven by a preponderance of the
evidence. .

Your vote with respect to a mitigating factor need not be
unanimous. A finding with respect to a mitigating factor may be
made by one or more of the members of the jury, and any member of
the jury who finds the existence of a mitigating factor shall
consider such a factor established in considering whether or not
a sentence of death shall be imposed, regardless of the number of
other jurors who agree that the factor has been established.

Statutory Mitigating Factors

1. Patricia Burton is as equally culpable as George Lecco
in the killing of Carla Collins, but she will not face

the death penalty.
NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND i()

2. Valerie Friend is as equally culpable as George Lecco
in the killing of Carla Collins, but will not face the

death penalty.

NUMBER OF JURCRS WHO SO FIND ()
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Non-Statutory Mitigating Factors

1. George Lecco has adjusted well to incarceration.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND Eég

2. George Lecco has not received any incident reports
‘during the nearly five years he has been at South
Central Detention Center.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND i?

3. George Lecco was a model prisoner and an excellent
worker while incarcerated in the Bureau of Prisons.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 3

4. George Lecco has assisted other inmates while he has
been awaiting trial, providing food to those who needed
it, and counseling younger inmates.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 53

5. George Lecco has been a peacemaker among the inmates
while he has been awaiting trial.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND ‘Q

6. George Lecco has helped other inmates find or
rediscover their faith.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 6)

7. George Lecco will spend the rest of his life in prison
if sentenced to life without the possibility of
release.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 2

8. George Lecco is unlikely to pose a danger to staff or
inmates in the Bureau of Prisons.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND (Q

9. Géorge Lecco has attended and assisted with religious
study while in jail.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND L4
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10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

i8.

George Lecco has the potential to continue to assist
other inmates if sentenced to life imprisonment without
the possibility of release rather than death.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND LQ

George Lecco's father, Mike Lecco, was an alcoholic,
who drank virtually every night.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 3’

George Lecco's parents argued angrily virtually all the
time while George was a youth.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND <<

Mike Lecco battled, both verbally and physically, with
other members of the household in Detroit, while George
was a youth. :

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND <2

Okie Lecco undermined and destroyed George's
relationship with his father.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 35
George Lecco's emotional needs as a child were not met
as a result of his father's alcoholism and his mother's

emotional instability and their lack of parenting
skills.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND §Q

George Lecco's childhood was chaotic due to the
unpredictable nature of his mother and father's unhappy
marriage.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND _5

Okie Lecco placed essentially no limits on George Lecco
and set no boundaries for him.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND :z

George Lecco was sent from his parents' home in Detroit
in 1963 to live with his aunt and uncle in Newtown.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND C)
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Okie Lecco gave George Lecco unwarranted and
inappropriate material possessions, giving him an
unhealthy sense of entitlement.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 2

Okie Lecco made it clear to both Mike Lecco and George
Lecco that her relationship with her son was more
important than her relationship with her husband, which
contributed to a further sense of entitlement.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND fQ

Okie Lecco taught George, verbally and by her actions,
to disrespect his father.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND C)

Mike Lecco shot George in the chest during an argument
over tools. '

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND f;

George Lecco was a good father to his children.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 42

During his youth in Detroit, George Lecco was raised in
a house in which adults regularly abused alcohol and
fought, both verbally and physically.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND l
George Lecco's immediate family had no structure.
NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND v?

George Lecco grew up without consequences, as a result
of which he received no clear guidance as to positive
and negative behaviors.

NUMBER OF JURCRS WHO SO FIND {Q

When George Lecco returned to Red Jacket from Michigan,
he created and operated the Whip N Whirl, an ice cream,
putt-putt golf course and swimming pool complex that

offered a much needed family oriented activity to that

area.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND fg
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28. A series of events between 1985 and 1987, including the
destruction of his home by a fire, his wife's
separation from him, and his son Willie's disabling and
nearly fatal injuries in a car crash, contributed to
the downward spiral of George Lecco's life.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO so rinDp 1O

29. George Lecco helped others in the community who were in
need of assistance.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND c‘p?

30. George Lecco stayed away from the world of drugs for
approximately nine years after his release from prison.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND ﬁz

31. Five years of constant addiction to drugs, as well as
his drug dealing, resulted in his being shunned by his
extended family, and contributed to a breakdown in
support at a critical time in George Lecco's life.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND {Q

32. George Lecco's legitimate business was seriously
impacted by the reduction in coal mining and the
closure of mines in Mingo County.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND 25

33. George Lecco's execution would have a negative impact
‘on his mother and children.

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND “ 2

The following extra spaces are provided to write in
additional mitigating factors, if any, found by any one or more
jurors. If none, write "NONE" and line out the extra spaces with
a large "X." 1If more space is needed, write "CONTINUED" and use
the reverse side of this page.

34. Nong

X

¥

NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND Eg
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35.

36.

NUMBER OP JURORS WHO SO FIN

/ N

Z/NUMBER OF JURORS WHO SO FIND \\\

37.

As to ybur separate deliberations on Counts Nine, Ten, and
Eleven, do you make the foregoing findings as to all Counts?

If you responded “NO” above, please explain below:

General Instructions for Section IV: When you have completed
Section IV above, proceed to Section V and Section VI which
follow.

V. DETERMINATION OF SENTENCE

General Instructions for Sectiom V: Based upon
consideration of whether the aggravating factors found to exist
sufficiently outweigh any mitigating factor or factors found to

exist -- or in the absence of any mitigating factors, whether the
aggravating factor(s) so found are themselves sufficient to
justify a sentence of death -- we choose as follows between

Option A and Option B below:

10 of 13
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Option A. Death Sentence

We the jury determine, by unanimous vote, that a sentence of
death shall be imposed as to Count Nine.

YES or %o‘)

We the jury determine, by unanimous vote, that a sentence of
death shall be imposed as to Count Ten.

YES or @

We the jury determine, by unanimous vote, that a sentence of
death shall be imposed as to Count Eleven.

YES or %O)

If you indicate "YES" as to any or all counts, sign your name
here, and then proceed as appropriate to either Option B on the
next page or Section VI. If you indicate “NO” as to all counts
the foreperson alone should sign, and you should proceed to

Option B:

FOREPERSON

Date: 5“3 ~1 O
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Option B. Sentence of Life in Prison Without Possibility of
Release

We the jury determine, by unanimous vote, that a sentence
life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be
imposed as to Count Nine.

We the jury determine, by unanimous vote, that a sentence
life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be
imposed as to Count Ten.

YES or | ‘

!

We the jury determine, by unanimous vote, that a sentence
life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be
imposed as to Count Eleven.

e,

YES or (NO

If you indicate "YES" as to any or all counts, sign your name
here, and then proceed to Section VI. If you indicate “NO” as
all counts the foreperson alone should sign, and you should
proceed to Section VI:

of

of

of

to

FOREPERSON

Date: _ S-3—10O
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VI. CERTIFICATION

By signing below, each juror certifies that consideration of
the race, color, religious beliefs, national origin, or sex of
the defendant or the victim was not involved in reaching his or
her individual decision, and that the individual juror would have
made the same recommendation regarding a sentence for the crime
or crimes in question regardless of the race, color, religious
beliefs, national origin, or sex of the defendant, or the

victim(s).
7 7 yod s
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