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UNITED STATES OF RAMERICA,

DEBRA W. YANG
United States Attorney
STEVEN D. CLYMER
Special Assistant United States Attorney
Chief, Criminal Division '
GREGORY W. JESSNER (California State Bar No. 121820)
JOEY W. BLANCH (California State Bar No. 1864387)
STEPHEN G. WOLFE (California State Bar No. 116400)
Assistant .United States Attorneys. :
Organized Crime and Terrorism Section

1500 United States Courthouse

312 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Telephone: (213) 894-0511/3315/7408

Facsimile: {(213) B894-3713

Attorneys for Plaintiff

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT |
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
| No. CR 02—938—GHR
GOVERNMENT’ S NOTICE OF INTENT

TO SEEK THE DEATH PENALTY

)

: S )

Plaintiff, )
) ‘ :

V. ) AGATNST DEFENDANT STINSON
) ‘
)
)
)
)

JOHN WILLIAM STINSON,

Defendant.

- NOTICE OF INTENT TO SEEK THE DEATH PENALTY

The United States of America, pursuant to 18 U.S.C.
§ 3593(a), notifies the Court and defendant JOHN WILLIAM STINSON
(“deféndantf) that the Government believes the circumstances of
the cifenses thafged in Counts Four and Eive‘of the Indiétment
are such that, in the event of a conviction, a sentence of death
is justified under Chapter 228 (Sectionsr3591 through 3598) of
Title 18 of the United States Code, and that the Government will
seek the sentence of death for the following offenses: (1)

commission of a violent crime in aid of racketeering actiwvity, to
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wit, the murder of Arthur Ruffo in ﬁiolation of Title 18, United
States Cocde, Sectign.1959(a){l) [Couﬁt Fourl:; and {2} commission
of a violent criﬁe in aid of racketeering activity, to wit, the
murder of Raron Marsh, in violatién of Title 18, United States
Code, Section 1959(a}(i) [Count Five], each of which carries a
poséible sentence of death;_ |

The Government proposes tc prove the following factors as
justifying a sentence of death.

A, Statutory Progortionélity Factor Enumerated under 18

U.S.C. § 3591 (a) (2} {C)

The following'statutory proportionality factor applies to

each of Counts Four and Five.
1. Intentional Acts to Take.Life or Use Lethal Fofce

The defendant intentionélly.participated-in an act, contemplating
that the life of é person woﬁld be taken or intending that lethal .
force would be used iﬁ connection‘with a perscn, othef than one
of the participants in the offense, and Arthur Ruffo  [Count
Four], and Aaron Maréh [Count Five] died as a direct'result of
the act. 18 U.S.C. § 3591(a)(2j(€).

B. Statutoryv Aggravating Factors Enumerated under 18

U.8.C. § 3592(c)

 The following statutory aggravating factors apply to each of

Counts Four and Five.

1. Previocus conviction of violent felony involving

firearm

‘The defendant committed the homicide offenses charged in Counts

Four and Five after having been previously convicted of a Federal

2
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or State offense punishable by a term of imprisonment of more

than onE-year, involving the use or attempted or threatened use

‘of a firearm (as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921) against another

person, to wit, conviction for first degree burglary and first
dggree murder in Los Angeles-County Superior Coﬁrt; in Cése No.
A01%8866. 18 U.S.C. § 35392(c) (2).
2._ Previous conviction of offense for which a

sentence of death or life imprisonmept was authorized
The deféndant has previously been convictedrof another Federal or
State offense resulting in the death of a person, for which a
senténée of l1ife imprisonment or death was authorized by statute,
to wit, convicticn foi‘first degree murder in Los Angeles County
Superior Court, in Case No. A019866. 18 U.5.C. § 3592(c) (3).

7 3. Substantial élanning and Pramedifation
The defendant committed the offenses'charged in Counts Four and
Five affer substantial planning and premeditation to cause the

death of a person. 18 U.3.C. § 3592 (c) {(9).

C. Qther, Non-Statutory, Agaravating Factors Identified

undexr 18 U.S.C. § 3593(a) (2)

'The-following non-statutory, aggrévating factors apply to
each of Counts Four and Five.
1. Future Dangerousness of the Défendant
The defendant is likely-to commit criminal acts of Violence in
the future that would constitute a continuing and serious threat

to the lives and safety of others, as svidenced by, at least, one
or more.of the fdllowing:
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a. . Continulng Pattern of Viclence

The defendant has engaged in & continuing pattern of violence,
attempted violence, and threatened viclence, including, at least,.
the crimes alleged against defendant in the Indictment, and the
crimes of which the defendant Qas previously convictéd, as
described in 91 B.1. and B.2. of this Notice.

b. Institutional Misconduct

The defendant poses a future dangér to the lives and safety of
other persons, as demonstrated by his institutional misconduct,

including, at least, repeated acts of institutional misconduct

while in the custody of the California Department of Corrections

and the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department.
2. Contemporaneous Convietions
Defendant faces contemporaneous convictions for multiple murders,
attempted murders, and other serious acts of violen¢e.
The Government further gives notice that in support of.

imposition of the death penalty it intends tec rely upon all the

‘evidence admitted by the Court at the guilt phase of the trial

and the offenses of conviction as described in the Indictment as

they relate to the background and character of the defendant,

 JOHN WILLIAM STINSON, his moral culpability, and the nature and

//
!/
/7
//
[/
/7
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circumstances of the offenses charged in the Indictment.

DATE: May ?E, 2005

Respectfully submitted,

DEBRA W. YANG
United.States Attorney

STEVEN D. CLYMER

Special Assistant United States Attorney
Chief, Criminal Division

M/fw%

GREGORY W. JESSNER v

JOEY W. BLANCH

STEPEEN G. WOLFE ‘

Assistant United States Attorneys
Organized Crime and Terrorism Section

Attorneys for Plaintiff
United States of America
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, CAREY P. CRONIN, declare:

.That I am a citizen of the United States and resident or
erployed in Los Angeles County, California; fhat my business
address is the Office of United States Attorney, United States
Courth@use, 312 North SpringrStreét, Los Angeles, Califqrnia
90012' that T am over the age ¢f eighteen years, and am not a
party to the above- entltled action; _

That I am employed by the ‘United States Attorney for the
Central District of California who is a member of the Bar_of the
United States District Court for the -Central District of
California, atrwhose direction I. served a copy of:

GOVERNMENT’S HOTICE OF INTENT TO SEEK THE DEATH PENALTY AGATINST
DEFENDANT STINSON

service was:

[ ] Placed in a closed [X] Placed in a sealed

envelope, for collection envelope for collection and

and interoffice delivery . mailing via United States Mail,

addressed as follows: addressed as follows:

i 1 By hand delivery ‘ 1] By facsimile as follows:

addressed as folliows: :

[ ] By messenger as follows: [ ] By federal express as
follows: ,

SEE ATTACHMENT

V ’ o - e
This Certificate is executed on J-¢-o8 , at Los

Angeles, California. I certify und ty gf perjury that the

foregoing is true and correct.

- o
CAREY. P, CRONIN-__ -
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DEBRA WONG YANG

United States Attorney

THCMAS P. OfBRIEN :
Assistant United States Attorney

'Chlef Criminal Division

GREGORY W. JESSNER (Callfornia State Bar No. 121920}

" DANIEL A. SAUNDERS ({(California State Bar No. 161051)

JOEY W. BLANCH (California State .Bar No. 186487)

STEPHEN G.- WCLFE (California State Bar No. l164QO) :

Assistant: United States Attorneys
Organlzed Crime and Terrorism Section
1500 United States Courthouse
. 312 North Spring Street
- . Los Angeles, California 90012"
" Telephone: (213) 894- 0511/2272/3315/7408
Fa051m11e (213) 894-3713 :

”Attorneys for Plalntlff
_UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
' FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  No. CR 02-938-RGK -
~ GOVERNMENT’S AMENDED NOTICE OF
- INTENT TQ SEEK THE DEATH -

)
)
Plalntlff )
_ ) ;
V. - ' A PENALTY . AGAINST DEFENDANT -
‘ , _ ) _ B
)
)
)
)

,STINSON

,Defendant.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO SEEK THE DEATH PENALTY
The Unlted States of . Amerlca, pursuant to. 18 U.S.C-
S 3593(a),_not1fles the Court and defendant JOHN WILLIAM STINSON
(“defendant”)-that,the Government beileves.the elreumstances of

the offenses charged intceunts Four'andgFive'Of the -First

rSuperseding'Indictment are'such that"in the. event‘Of'a

convietion, a sentence ot death is justlfled under Chapter 228

(sections'3591 through 3598) of Title 18 of the Unlted States

-Cede, and that the Government w1ll seek the sentence of death for

the following offenses: (1) commissien of a v101ent crlme in ald

gwm
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eof:racketeeriﬁg.aotivity; to wit, the murder of Arthur Ruffo in

ﬁiolation of Title 18 Unlted States Code, Section-1959(')(1)_

;[Coent Four]; andj(Q) commission of a v1olent crlme 1n aid of
-raeketeering-activity; to wit,- the murder of Aaron Marsh, in
“violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1959{a) (1)

_[Cduﬁt Fiﬁe]; each of which carries a possiblefsentence of death:

The Government proposes to prove the follow1ng factors as

ljustlfylng a sentence of death

AL Statutorv Proportlonalltv Factors Enumerated under 18

U S:C.. S 359l(a)(2)

The follow1ng statutory proportlonallty factor applles to

;each of Counts Four and Flve

1. Intentzonal Acts to Take Llfe or Use Lethal Force

The defendant 1ntentlonally partlclpated in an act, contemplatlng

ithat the life of a person would be taken or 1ntend1ng that lethal

uforce would be used in connectlon w1th a person, other than one

of.the part;c;pants in the offense, “and Arthur_Ruffo:[Count o

Fourl, .and Raron Marsh [Count Five] died as a direct eesultrof

the dct. . 18 U.5.C. § 3591(a) (2) (C)-

2. Ihtentienal_Acts.of Vielence Cfeating Grave Risk of

‘Death

]Eheldefendaht'inteﬁtiohally-ahd speeifically engaged ihjah,act of-
fvlolehce knowing that'the aet'created a grave risk of‘death to-a
:petson,_other than one of the participants—ihrthe offehse,”such'
that partlclpatlon in the act constltuted a reckless dlsregard

for human life, ahd Arthur Ruffor[Count Four], and Aaron Marsh
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[Count Five] died as a direct result of theaaot.'.18jU;S.C;'§ _

3591(a) (2) (D) .

B. ~ Statutory Adgravating Factors Enumerated under 18

U.s8.C. S 3592 (c)

The follow1ng statutory aggravatlng factors apply to each of

Counts Four and Flve

17 Prev1oushéonviction,of-violehtffelony involvingh

7fireazm'
'The defendant - commltted the hom1crde offenses charged in Counts

Four and Five after hav1ng been preVLously conv1cted of a Federal

or State offense punlshable by a term of lmprlsonment of more o
than.one year,_lnvolv1ng the use or attempted orrthreatened use.

of a firearm (as defined*ina18 U.S;C.‘§'921) against another_7

'person, to wit conv1ctron for flrst degree burglary and flrst

degree murder in Los Angeles County Superlor Court rn.Case,No,

A019866 18 .U. s. C § 3592(0)( ).

2. - Prev;ous conviction of offensa for which a

: sentence of death or llfe 1mprlsonment was authorlzed -

The defendant has prevlously been conv1cted of another Federal or

_ State offense resultlng in the death of a person, for whlch a

sentence of life 1mprlsonment or death was’ authorlzed by statute;

'to—w1t convrctlon for. flrst degree murder “in Los Angeles County

'Superlor Court, in Case. NG: A019866. 18 U.S.C. § 3592( )(3);

'3.- Substantial Plann;ng-and Premedmtatlon

The defendant committed the offenses charged in Counts,Four and.

Five after subétantial.planning and premeditatiOn‘tO'cauSe the

death of a person. 18 U.S.C. § 3592(c) {9).

3
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C. ' Other, Non-Statutory, Bggravating Factors Identified

_under 18 U.S.C. § 3593(a){2)

 The following-non~statutory,_aggravating'faotorSgapply to

leaoh”of_Counts=Four and Five

1. Future Dangerousness of the Defendant

rThe defendant is llkely to- commlt crlmlnal acts of violence in
fthe future that would constltute a contlnulng and serlous threat
;to the llves and Safety of others,‘as ev1denced by,rat least Vone

tor more of the follow1ng

a. Contlnulnq Pattern of Vlolence

The defendant has engaged 1n a- contlnulng pattern of v1olence,.
;attempted v1olence, and threatened v1olence, 1nclud1ng, at-least
the’ crimes alleged agalnst defendant in the Flrst Supersedlng
-Indlctment and the crimes of Whlch the defendant was prev1ously

toonv1eted as descrlbed 1n li B. l. and B. 2 of this. Notlce

T b. Instltutlonal Mlsconduct

fThe:defendant poseswa future,danger to,the_llves andTSafety of
.other-persons,'as demonstrated'bydhie_institutional'misconductf
:including,,atileaSt'”repeated acts of institutional'misconduct."

'whlle in the custody of the Callfornla Department of Correctlons

nd the Los Angeles County Sherlff’s Department.

2..7 Contemporaneous Conv1ctlons

1Defendant faces contemporaneous COHVlCthHS for multlple murders

,attempted murders, and other serlous acts of'VLolence

The Government further glves notlce that in support of

;1mposrtlon of the death penalty lt 1ntends to rely upon all the

ev;denee admlttedlby the Court at the gullt_phase‘of the_trlal=

-4
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and the offenses of conv1ctlon as descrlbed in- the Flrst

Supersedlng Indrctment as they relate to the background and

g‘character of the defendant JOHN WILLIAM STINSON his moral

culpablllty, and the nature and crrcumstances of the offensesir

’charged in the Flrst Supersedlng Indlctment

DATE: August ; 2005 V-Respectfully subm;tted{
' ' ' DEBRA ‘WONG YANG -~ .
United States Attorney

THOMAS P. C"BRIEN . ' '
Assistant United States. Attorney
Chief,. Crlmlnal Division .

GREGORY W. JESSNER
. DANIEL - A. SAUNDERS.
- JOEY W. BLANCH
STEPHEN G. WOLFE
Assistant United States Attorneys
Organized Crime and Terrorism Section

Attorneys for Plaintiff
‘United States of America
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