
IN THE UNITED S7ATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
WESTERN DISrRIC~ Of MISSOURI 

WESTERN DIVISION 

UNITE:: STATES OF ~\EKICA, 

?lai:1tif~, 

v. No. Ol-00308-01-CR-W-2 

HESLEY IRA PURKEY, 

Defendant. 

NOTICE OF INTENT 'rO SEEK TllE DEI .... TH ?ENALTY 

Come~, now the United Stat,es of America, by and th!:01Jgh 7'odd 

P. Graves, United States Attorney, and Mark A. Miller, Assistant 

United States At~orney. both f~r t~e Wester~ ~istrict of 

MisSOUT1, and pursuant to Title IB, Un~ted States Coj~, Section 

3593(a), files this Nutice of Intent to Seek the Death Penalty, 

notifying the Court and the defandant that in the even~ the 

defendant is convicted of the offense of kJdnaping resulting in 

death as alleged ~n the Superseding Indictment returned ~n this 

C~$e, the Governnent believes a sentence cf death is justified, 

dnd the Government will seek a sentence of death. 

If the def,,-,ndant is convic:ted, the Gcvernment intends to 

prove the following aggravat1ng factors as the basis for 

imposition of the death penalt.y. 



A. Statclt.O:-y Propcrtionali::y Factors Enumerated 
Pdrsuant to Title 18, united States Code, 
SectiOD_S 3591 tal (2) (A) th::ough (D) 

1. Wesley Ira Purkey intentionally killed Jennifer long. 

[18 U.S.C. § 3591(a) (2) (A) J. 

2. Wesley Ira Purkey :ntentionally inflicted serious 

bodily injury which resulted in the death of Jennifer Long. 

[19 U.S.C. § 3.59l(a) (2) (3);. 

3. Wesley Ira Purkey intentionally participated in an 

~c~, contemplating that the 11fe of Jennife~ Long wculd be taken 

and that l@thal force would be used agai~st Jennifer Long, a 

person other than a partlcipant in the offense, resulting in her 

death. [18 'D.S.C. § 3591 (a) (2) (C»). 

4. ~esley Ira ?urkey intent10nally and speciflcaliy 

engaged in an acl of vlolence which: 

(a) ~e91ey Ira Purkey knew would create 
a grave risk of death to the 
vic~im, Jennifer Lo~g, a person 
othe~ than a parti~ipant in the 
offense, such that Wesley Ira 
Purkey's participa~ion in the act 
constituted a reckless dlsregard 
for human life, a~d 

(b) Dlrectly resulted in the death of 
~;ennifer Long. 

[18 u,S.C. § 359l (a) (2) (D) J. 
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B. Statu~o~! Aggravating factors Enumerated 
Pursuant to Title 18, JnLted States Cede. 
S'=! c ';J on s 35 92 (c) (ll tp.ro."-u,,,"g=h---,(...::1,-,6,-,)~.~ __ _ 

1. The death and injury resulting in t~e death of ~enn~fer 

Lcmg occurred cl.'..lr:1.ng th-? ,::omr711.ssior. and attemp"Ced COm..· .. T115sicn of 

her kidnaping by Wesley Ira Purkey, in violacion of 18 U.S.C. 

§ :;';201. [18 O.S.C. § 3592(c) (1) J. 

2. Wesley Ira Purkey killed the victim in an espec~ally 

heinous, cruel, ~nd depraved manner in that the killing involved 

to~ture and serious physical abuse to J@~nifer Long. [18 U.S.C. 

§ 3592:c)16)J. 

3. Jennifer Long, the victim, w~s pa:t!cularly vulner~ble 

due to her youthful age of 16 years. [18 U.S.C. § 3592 (e) (11) j. 

4. The defendant has previously been conv~cted of an 

offense punishable by a term of .i.mprisonment of m(.:Jre than :;'·le 

year, involv:.ng t:1e use, attempted Llse, a.nd threatened use of a 

tirear~ aga~nst another perSOn. M~re specifically, the defendant 

was ccnvic~ed in the State of Kansas of Aggravated RObbery and 

Aggravated Batter:! on April 23, 19.31, ::.n Case No. 80CR1701. ~18 

U.S.C. § 3592(c) (2) J. 

5. The de~endan: has previously bee~ convicted of an 

offense resul~ing in the death ot a perso~ for which a sentence 

of life imprj.SO:ULlent ":,:15 authorj.zed b:{ statute. Mor-: 

specifi~ally, the defendant was convicted of M~rder, First DegrEe 
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in the State 0: Kar.sas on April 28, 200C, and re:::ei'.red a senter.ce 

of life impr130nment. [1.8 ~.s.c. § 3592 (c) (11) J. 

6. The defer.dant has previ0usly teen co~victej of twc or 

mO.n,; c;.ffense:3 pur.ishable by a term of imp:risonrnent ()f :r,ore than 

one year, co~nltted on different occasions, involving the 

in:!:lict.ion and attempted in:iiction of serio'us bodily injury an.d 

death upon another person. More specifically, the defendant has 

previous:y been convicted of the following offenses: 

(a) Murder .!i'i:rst De<?,'ree .in tbE' S::a.te of Kansas on 
April 28, 2000; 

(b) Kidnaping ~n the State of Kansas or. April 23, 
1981 ; 

(el Aggravated Ro~bery in the State of Kansas on 
.l\,.pril 23, 1981; and 

(d) Aggravated Battery in ~he State of Kansas on 
Ap r il 2 3, 1 981 . 

;18 O.S.C. § 3592 (c) (4) J. 

C. Non-Stacutory Aggravating Faccors Enumerated 
Pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, 
Section-2:2..~3Ia) 

Future dangerousness ot defendant. The defendant poses 

0. future danqE'r b.9sed upon the probability that he l"ou:"d comn-lit 

crim1nal acts of viclence that would constitute a continuing 

threat to Soc1ety, as evidenced for example, by one or more of 

;a) ~?esley Ira ?urkey killed l'-1a.ry Ruth Bales, an 80-
year old woman, by striking her repeatedly with a 
hammer; 
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(b) Wesley Ira Purkey ~as exhibited an allegiance 
to and belief in the principles of the A~Jan 
Brotherhood, a violent White Supre~ist 
orqdni2E.tion; 

(c) Wesley Ira Purkey has displayed a complete 
:ack of remorse for the killing ~f Jenn~fer 
Long; 

(d; Wesley Ira Pur~ey has shown poor 
institutional adjustment while incarcerated 
J.r. that he has C01"'.ni t ted nUmerD',lS 
disciplinary violatiors including assaults 
and acts of violence. 

(e) We~;ley Ira Pu:::key has committed a sexual 
assault while incarcerated; 3~d 

(fl Wesley Ira Purkey has pr~viously been 
convicted of Aggravated Escape from Custody 
in Case No. 78CR0733, in the District Court 
of Sha~nee County, Ka~sas. 

2. Victim impact ""vidence. The offense c,:t'Jsed l.njur-y, 

10S9 and harm because of victim Jennlfer 10ng's personal 

characteristi.cs 0.$ an individual ~uman being and the impa::::t of 

the death upon vic~im Jennifer Long's farniiy. 

3. The d~fendant killed Mary Ruth Bales in a vicious 

nanner in that ~e repeatedly struck heI in tte head with a hammer 

until she was dead. 

4. Subs~antial Criminal history. Wesley Ira Pur~ey has 

~ signlfican~ criminal history i~cluding felony c~nvic~ions for 

murder, kidnaping, a~gravated robbery, and aggravated battery, 

and this history is made even more egregious by the under!yi~g 

-5-

~' 

I '~ • '. 



facts upon which these co~victions are based. Specifically, ~he 

defendant shot Greg W. Carlburg on or about August 3, 1980. 

By 

Respect~u~ly subrritted, 

TDdd P. Graves 
United States Attorney 

/s/ 

Ma~k A. Miller #30488 
Assistant United States Attorney 

Charles Evans Wh1ttaker Courttcuse 
400 East 9th Street, Suit~ 5510 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 
Telspr.one: (816) 426-3122 

(Mt.lFICAT~ OF ~ERVI CE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was mailed 
this 21st day '-If NO'icnilie.r 2002 to the following: 

.. ' .. ' 
"I -..' • I 

Fr~deLick A. Duchardt, Jr. 
Post Of~ice Box 349 
131 East Washington 
Kearn~YI Missouri 64040 

/s/ 
Mark A. Miller 
Assistant united States Attorney 
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