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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, No. CR 99-838 (A) -RAP

Plaintiff, GOVERNMENT’ S NQTICE OF INTENT

TQ _SEEK THE DEATH PENALTY

)

)

)

)

V. )
) [UNDER SEAL]

)

)

]

)

)

BUFORD O’ NEAL FURROW, JR..,
aka Neal Furrow,

Daefendant.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO SEEK THE DEATH PEMALTY
The United States of America, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. ,
§ 3583(a), notifies the Court and defendant BUFORD 0Q'NEAL FURROW,
JR,, aka Neal Furrow, that the Government believes the
¢circumstances of the capital offensesg charged in Counts One
through Three of the First Syperseding Indictment are such that,
in the event of the defendant’s conviction of oneé or more of

these offenses, a sentance of death is justified under Chapter
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228 (Sections 3531 through 3598) of Title 18 of the United States
Code, and that the Government will seek the sentence of death for
each and all of the following offenses: Count One, the first
degree murder of United States Postal Carrier Joseph Santos
Ileto, in violation of Title 18, Unitad States Code, S¢c¢tions
1111 and 1114; Count Twe, the first degree murder of Joseph
Santos Ileto, in violation of Title 18, United States Code,
Section 924(c), (3); and, Count Three, the interference with the
federally protected rights of Joseph Santas Ileto which resulted
in his death, in vielation of Title 168, United States Code,
Section 245(b) (4) (A): each of which carries a possible sentence
of death.

With respect to each of Count One, Count Two, and Count
Three, the Government proposes to prove the following factors as
justifying a septence of death.

A. tatutory Proporfionalit actors Enumerated under 18

W.8.C. § 3591¢ta) {2) (A)= (D),

1. Intantional Killing. The defendant intentionally
killed Jopseph Santos Ileto, Section 3591 {a) (2) (A).

2. Intentional Infliction &f Serious Bodily Injury.
The defendant intentionally inflicted serious bodily injury that
resulted in the death ¢f Joseph Santos Ileto. Section

3591(a) (2) (B).

3, Intentional Acts to Take Life or Use Lethal Pozce.
The defendant intentienally participated in an act, contemplating
that the life of a person would be taken or intending that lethal
force would be used in connection with a person, other than one
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of the partieipants in the ¢ffense, and Joseph Santos Ileto died
as a direct result of the act. Sectlon 3591(a) (2)(Q).
q. Intentional Agctg in Recklees Pisregard for Life,
The defendant intentionally and specifically engaged in an act of
violence, knowing that the act created a grave risk of death to a
person, other than one of the participanteg in the offense, such
that participation in the act constituted 2 reckless disregard
for human lifs, and Joseph Santos Ileto died as a direct result
of the act. Section 35%1(a) (2) (D).
B. tatutory Aqaravating Factor Enumerated ¥ 18 U.8.
§ 3582 (c).
The following statutory aggravating factor applies to each
of the charged campital offenses, Counts One through Three:
1, S8ubstantial Planning and Premeditation.
The defendant committed the offense after substantial planning
and premeditation to cause the death of a person and commit an
act of terrorism, Section 35%92(c) (9),
C. Ctherx n-Statutor ravating Factors Identified
under 18 U.§5,.C. § 35983({a) (2},
The following non-statutory aggravating factors apply to
each of the charged capital offenses, Counts One through Three:
1. Hate Crime Motivation For The Capital Murder
The defendant intentionally targeted and killed Jéseph Santos
Ileto, who was Filipino-American, becauss of the victim's race,
coleor, and national origin. FEvidencs of this includes, but is

not limited to, one or more of the following:
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a. On Augusr 11, 1589, the defendant told law enforcement
authorities that he would not have killed Joseph Santos Ileto if
the vietinm had been white,

Y. During an interview with law enforcement authorities on
August 11, 1992, the defendant described Joseph Santos Ileto as a
*¢hink or spig” and referred to Mr, Iléto as a “target of
opportunity” t¢ murder.

c. On August 11, 1929, the dsfendant told law enforcement
authorities that he intended the murder of Joseph Santos Ileto te
send a message of racial hatred to, and instill fear in, other
non-white persons throughout the United States.

2. Lack of Remorsa
The defendant has demonstrated a lack of remorse for the killing
of Joseph Santes lleéto through statements and actions. FEvidence
of the defendant’s lack of remorse includes, but is not limited
ta, cne or more of the following:

a, On August 11, 1299, the defendant stated that he is
at war with the Jeawigh+-controlled federal government, and
explained that he haped others would amulate his actions by
committing crimes similar to the crimes the defendant committed
cn August 10, 1989,

b, On BAugust 11, 1999, the defendant informed
autherities that he intended to send a message to the nation, and
that the murder of Joseph santos Ilsto was part ©f that message.

c. On August 11, 1999, the defendant explicitly stateq

that he is not sorry for his crimes.
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3. Vietim Impact Evidance
The defendant caused injury, harm, and~loss to the.family of
Joseph Santons Ileto because of the vigtin’s personal
characteristics as an individual human being and the impact of
his death upan the victim’'s family.

4. other violent Hate Crimas Committed by the

Defandant
The defendant has committed other vioclent hate crimes involving
acts of violence against others because of thelr actual or
perceived religion, Evidence of these acts includes, but is neot
limited to, one or more of the following, committed in a single
¢riminal episode:

a. On August 10, 1988, the defendant shot and
injured Isabelle Shalometh, a 68 year old woman, at the North
Valley Jewish Community Center in Granada Hills, California,
because the victim is Jewish, as alleged in Count Four of the
First Superseding Indictment.

b. ©On August 1D, 19989, the defendant shet and
injured Jane Doe, & sixteen year old female, at the Neorth Valley
Jewigh Community Center in Granada Hills, Califsarnia, because the
victim is Jewish, as alleged in Count Five of the First
Superseding Indictment.

c. On August 10, 1989, tha defendant shot and
injured John Doe 1, a five year old boy, at the North Valley
Jewish Community Center in Granada Hills, califeornia, because the

victim is Jewlsh, as alleged in Count Six of the First

Superseding Indictment.
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d. 0On August 10, 1993, the defendant shot and
injured John Dee 2, a six year old boy, at the North Valley
Jewish Community Center in Granada Hills, California, because the
victim is Jewish, as alleged in Count Ssven ¢f the First
Superseding Indictment.

e, ©On August 10, 1999, the defendant shot and
injured John Dpoe 3, a six year old baoy, at the North Valley
Jewish Community Center in Granada Hills, Califormia, because the
victim is Jewish, as alleged in Count Eight of the First
Superseding Indictment.

5. Future Dangerousnass of the Defandant.
The defendant is likely to cemmit criminal acts of violence in
the future which would be a ¢ontinuing and serious threat to the
lives and safety of others. In addition to the c¢apital offenses
and non-cgpital offenseg charged in the First Superseding
Indictment and the statutory and non-statutory aggravating
factors in this Notice, the defendant has committed acts
including, but not limived to, one or mare of the following:

a. The defendant has admitted a desire to assault
and kill non-white law enforcement authorities, in that, on
August 11, 1999, he stated that:

i, as he waé driving from the State of
Washington to Southern.California, he had within reach a Tfully-
automatic rifle, which was loaded with steel core armor-piercing
ammunition, and he was prepared to use it te shoot any non-white

law enforcement officer who happened to stop his vehicle: and
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ii. he would have tried to kill any non-
white law enforcsment officer who attempted to arrest him for his
August 10, 1999, crimes.

b. On August 11, 1399, the defendant st;ted that
if he conld kill all non;white persong, he would not hegitate to
do so.

c. On ¢r about October 27, 1983, while
incarcerated in the Metropolitan Detention Center in Los Angeles,
California, the defendant threatened to kill Raul Lopez, a iatino
inmate, and guards who were assigned to the defendant’s housing
wnit,

d. On August 10, 1998, in Los Angeles County,
California, as defendant was fleeing from the shooting at the
Jewlsh Community Center, the defendant carjacked a vehicle at
gunpeint by pointing a firearm at the driver and forcing her back
into the vehig¢le. After the victim sscaped, the defendant
brandished the firearm at her and other witnesses, before Fleeing
the area in the carjacked_vehicle.

e. On or about Auvgust 10, 1399, in Los Angeles
County, California, the defendant illegally possessed géven
fircarms, including five rifleg which he admitted to having
modified. The modifications the defendant stated he performed
included converting a Maadi rifle to fully automatieg, (thereby
converting it to be a machine gun and making the weapon more
dangerous), and shortening the barrel of a Norinto model 320, 9mm
rifle, (making the weapon easler to conceal and to aim in a
confined area), The defendant possessed the ssven firesarms afrter

?
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1l having acknowledged on June 16, 1999, that he knew that he could
2y not legally possess a firearm because he was a convicted felon,
3 f. The defengant has previously been convicted of
4y a State felony punishable by a term of imprisenment of more than
5 one year, invelving the'October 28, 1998, brandishing of a knife
&) at two female victims and a police officer, 1in that, ¢on May 21,
71 1999, in the Superior Court of Washingten for King County, the
8| defendant was convicted of Assault in the Second Degree, in
S| viclation of the Revised Code of Washington 9A,36.021(1) (¢), a
10| feleny under the laws of the State of Washington. The deéfendant
11} killed Joseph Santds Ileto while on probation for his assault
12§ conviction, |
13 g. In October 1898, the defendant reported having
14} homicidal thoughts about committing mass murder,
15 h. The defendant has threatened physical harm to
16} the woman he referred to as his wife and to her son, including a
17| threat to deliver the son’s head to her on a platter.
18y / /
19 / /
200 /7 7/
21y / /
224 / /
23) /7 /
24y / /
25} / /
26} /7 /
274 /7
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The Gevernment further gives notice that, in support of

imposition of the death penalty, it intends to rely upon evidence

admitted by the Court at ﬁhe guilt ﬁhase of the trial and the

offengaes of conviction as described in the First Superseding

Indictment as they relate to the defendant’s hate crime

motivation for the capital murder, his lack of remorse, other

violent hate crimes committed by the defendant, and his future

dangerousness.

DATE: February 'S , 2000

Respectfully submitted,

ALEJANDRO N. MAYORKAS
United States Attorney

GEORGE 5. CARDONA
Assisrant United States Attorney
Chief, Criminal Division

MYICHAEL J. GENNACO

MICHAEL TERRELL

Assistant United States Attorneys
BARRMRA BERNSTEIN

Dept. of Justice Trial Attorney

Attorneys for Plaintiff
United States of America
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